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Broadcast  a^r  Robert  Slocum,  Agricultural •  Ilarke ting  Administration  and  Wallace 
Kadderly,  Badio  Service,  in  the  department  of  Agriculture' s  portion  of  the 
National  Parm  and  Hone  Hour,  Wednesd^-y,  August  12,  1942,  over  stations  asso- 
ciated with  the  Blue  "Eeimork, 


~000  

SAJJIBLY; 

ITow  for  that  infomation  on  eggs,. 

When  this  yea.r' s  food  production  goals  were  set  up,  an  increase  of  13^ 
over  1941  egg  production  was  called  for,    Tha.t  meant  more  eggs  th^n  we  ever 
produced  "before  in  one  year,    PoultrynQn^  are  meeting  ths.t  challenge.     So  far 
this  year  they  are  ahead  of  the  production  called  for.    But,  as  ne  have  said 
many  tines,  we  need  every  egg  that  can  "be  produced;  and  right  there  we  run 
up  against  the  fact  tliat  every  year  ahout  five  percent  of  our  eggs  are  lost 
somewhere  oetwoen  the  hen  and  the  frying  pan.     Some  of  that  loss  can  he  pre- 
vented "by  the  po-oltrynen.    How?    Well,  we'll  talk  it  over  with  Eoh  Slocuun  of 
the  Lepa,rtnent^  s  Agricultura.1  Jferketing  Adi:inistra.tion,    He  has  followed  the 
egg-loss  prohlcii  for  many  years, 

Soh  —  the  last  report  I  sa,w  showed  tha.t  egg  production  this  year  proh- 
ahly  will  reach  the  trener.dous  total  of  4  l/2  "billion  dozen——  a"bout-50  bil- 
lion eggs  -  — 

SLOCUI/I:  dozen 

Ye'S",  4  1/2  "billioi/  eggs  is  a'bout  the  size  of  it,  Wallace,  I  "believe 
you're  doing  some  mental  figuring  on  the  ntanber  of  eggs  which  will  "be  lost 
this  year, 

K.133I3EBLY; 

That's  it  exactly,  Soh,  I  canH  quite  get  the  zero's  figured  out  -  - 
lou  know  (  CHUCI'CLE)  there  are  a  lot  of  then  in  a,  "billion, 

SLQCUlx: 

Well,  I  We  relied  on  ny  pencil  and  pad  a.nd.  I  find  that  in  the  five  months 
cahead  of  us,  poultrynen  stand  to  lose  a"bout  72  million  dozen  eggs. 

Seems  rather  high  -  - 
SLOCUM; 

It  is  high  and  represents  a  loss  of  money  and  food  which  I  don't  think 
we  can  very  well  a.ff  ord,  '  ' . 

KilDLBHLY;  ,  „  ■ 

And  cutting  do7.Ta  "tha,t  loss  of  72  million  dozen  is  up  to  the  farm  flock 
owner  —  because  nine  out  of  every  10  eggs  needed  "between  now  and  the  end  of 
the  year  will  he  produced  by  farm  flocks. 


'  ovfe-r) 


■~  2'~ 

SLOCUM: 

Yes,  verj  definitely  the'  proMBn  -cf~  egg-  lo-ss-es  -ha-s-lts-feeginrting  ri^bh-  the  - 
snail  poiiltrj^en.    And  v;h.ile  the  losses  on  his  fam,  and  in  later  handling  nay 
seer.:  snail,  add  then  up. on  a  na^tional  scale  and  you. can  readily  see  thp.t  here  is 
one  of  the  linitir^g  factors  in  getting  enough  eggs,  to  neet  all  our  needs,'/ 

There*  s  a  difference  between  producing    eggs  and  getting  those  eggs  on  the  n?,r- 
ket, 

What  suggestions  do  you  have,  Rob,  -  that  will  help  to  reduce  these  losses? 
SLOCXBI: 

There  are  a  nunher  of  things  pbultrynen  ca,n  do  -  -  things  T/hich  don' t  -re- 
quire mach  of  an  outlay  of  noncy  either,    Pirst  of  all,  rrhile  a  fresh  egg  isn*t 
alTTays  a  good  egg,  it's  in  as  good  a  condition  as  it  r/ill  ever  "be.    The  longer 
you  keep  an  egg  the  nore  it  deteriorates.     So,  the  first  thing  to  do.  is.  to  nn.v 
ket  eggs  frequently    -  -  at  least  tv.'ice  a  inreek  and  hettor  still,   throe  tines, 
Taltc  then  along  ;7ith  you  \7hcn  you  go  to  tomi  or  give  then  to  your  neighhor  to 
take  along, 

EAIDLEBLY: 

I  donH  ncpn  to  question  that  idea  Eoh,  "but  you  knoT\'  nost  snail  poultry- 
nen  can't  fill  up  an  egg  case  that  often  ....  tvro  or  three  tines  a  vreek, 

SLOCUJ/I: 

1*11  grant  ycu  that,  "but  if  you  keep  the  eggs  for  a  reek  or  nore  "before 
you  send  'en  to  narkot,  you're  "bound  to  have  lo^7  quality  eggs  and  pro'ba'bly  sone 
unfit  for  costing.    This  is  a  prohlen  v;hich  can  otlL-y       worked  out  "by  the  indi- 
vidual poult jr^.Tian,    i'mother  good  practice  to  follcw  is  to  ga.ther  the  eggs  fre- 
quently, 

KADLESLI:      -  _  .  - 

■■particularly  if  they're  fertile  eggs,' 

SLOCUlfii 

Yes,  roosters  are  the  enenies  of  quality  eggs  for  narket,  : 
EABEE5LY;  • 

More  rooster  dinners  v,-ould  help  out  on  that  pro'blen,  Ho"b,  keeping  eggs 
clean  is  al-mys  a  pro'olen  -  -  and  one  that  '.ve  shouldn't  overlook  rhen  re  talk 
a'bout  egg  losses,     Seens  th.at  there  Just  isn't  any  nimcuLous  dirt  preventive. 

SLOCulJ: 

I'll  vouch  for  that  just  a  fer  reeks  ago,  I  visited  the  fain  of  a 

friend  of  nine  -  -  good  pouLtr^-TJan  too,  and  found  nj^ self  cleaning  eggs  everj' 
day    cr  so.    But  that  isn't  good  practice.    The  host  thing  to  do  is  to  prevent 
dirty  eggs  by  keeping  the  litter  as  dry  and  clean  as  you  can.    ilnd  a"bove  all, 

provide  plenty  of  clean  nests.    Another  thing  that's  helpful          keep  the^hehs 

confined  to  the  house  on  rair^  days  rhen  the  ground  is  nudey.  Keep  then  in  un- 
til o.fternoon  rhen  nost  of  the  eggs  rill  have  .been  laid. 
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KAIDDEELY: 

And  rhat  alDout  storing  eggs  on  tiae  fam  'oefore  taking  then  to  narket? 
SLOCUM; 

Keep  then  in  a  cool,  fairly  noist  roon,  free  fron  strong  odors.  And  don' 
pack  the  eggs  in  the  cases  until  thejr  are  cool.  All  of  these  suggestions,  fre- 
quent narketing,  clean  surroundings,  and  proper  cooling  ~  —  and  one  other  -  ~ 

careful  handling  and  packing'  snail  end  down  in  the  crate  -  ~  all  these  T,7ill 

help  to  keep  do^vn  egg  losses, 

SLOCUM:     ( Continuing) 

Eggs  are  perishalDle,     It*  s  ny  opinion  that  the  reason  for  a  good  part  of 
the  five  percent  egg  loss  every  year  is  our  fa,ilure  to  realize  and  act  a.ccordinj 
ly.     It's  iDoth  patriotic  and  profitalDle  to  reduce  egg  losses, 

KAELESLY: 

Farn  and  Hone  Eriends  these  suggestions  on  stopping  egg  losses  rrere 

nade  "by  Hob  SLo'cun  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Ad:-iinistration  in  the  Departne: 
of  .'.Agriculture,    He  said   that  v:e  stand  to  lose  72  r.illion  dozen  out  of  our 
record  egg  production  during  the  next  five  nonths.    You  poultrj^nen  ha.ve  net  the 
cliallenge  of  increasing  the  ntanber  of  eggs  produced.     Saving  those  eggs  is  a 
hurdle  to  get  over  if  rre  are  to  get  all  those  eggs  to  the  people  rrho  need  and 
want  then  ~  ~  our  fighting  nen,  our  Allies,  and  civil ia,ns  here  at  hone. 


